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The Buccaneer Celebrates its Diamond Jubilee
Legendary Caribbean Resort Turns 60 with Baby Boomers, Electronic Computers and the Bikini

St. Croix, U.S.V.I., Feb. 20, 2006 – St. Croix’s Buccaneer resort celebrates its Diamond Jubilee with a salute to all people, places and things born in the years 1946, 1947 and 1948, the three year period of conception of and birth to The Buccaneer.  The late 1940s was a bonanza of invention and ingenuity, giving birth to the first baby boomers, the first electronic computers, and the bikini!

In 1946, the Armstrong family, Cruzans since the 1600s, decided to turn their pastoral cattle ranch, located on one of the Caribbean’s most spectacular beachfront locations, into an 11-room inn that pioneered tourism in the Caribbean.  The Buccaneer opened in December, 1947, and hosted its first guests in January, 1948.  

Today, The Buccaneer is the longest-running resort in the Caribbean, now owned and managed by the grandchildren of founders Douglas and Rachel Armstrong.

Under the leadership of their granddaughter, General Manager Elizabeth Armstrong, who joined the family business following her graduation from New York University, the resort has paid homage to its history while keeping pace with the tastes and demands of its elite and exceptionally loyal clientele (repeat guests account for 60% of the resort’s business).

Luxury and pampering are key, with plush accommodations featuring evocative Caribbean décor, whirlpool tubs, and spacious and private patios; a complete wellness and spa program from morning yoga and meditation on the beach to aromatherapy treatments using native plant and flower essences; a sporty golf course for serious as well as casual golfers; and an eight-court tennis center named one of the Caribbean’s best by Tennis magazine.

An example of how The Buccaneer has grown up with boomers is its tradition of hosting many family reunions throughout the year, and its complimentary, comprehensive kid’s activity program.  Both vacation trends are among the strongest for today’s largest population of travelers.

As one of the earliest hotels in the Caribbean, the wealthy and well-known first experienced the West Indies’ unique tempo and magnificent climate at The Buccaneer. Early guests included Hollywood celebrities such as Helen Hayes, Charles MacArthur 

and Maureen O’Hara, physicist Robert Oppenheimer, opera singer Marian Anderson, designer Anne Klein and poet Nikki Giovanni.  

Guests at that time were privileged to enjoy screened windows, hot water and private baths – the first Caribbean hotel to offer such luxuries!  

Now guests, including Sen. Edward Kennedy, Kathleen Turner, President Jimmy Carter, Hugh Downs, and Morgan Freeman, enjoy luxuries such as designer West Indian-style furnishings, marble and stone floors, French doors opening to spacious 

balconies, and modern baths with granite counters, whirlpool tubs and dressing rooms.  Thoughtful comforts include refrigerators, coffee makers and coffee, fresh ice and water twice a day, iron and ironing board, and satellite television. 

Bridge parties, sun bathing and dancing to “scratch” bands provided excitement in the old days.

 Nowadays, resort guests can choose a respite of solitude and serenity or an active vacation in an outdoor paradise. Guests can start the day with a rejuvenating morning yoga stretch on the beach or a botanical nature-walk led by Elizabeth Armstrong, and then relax at one of the three beaches or two pools, cooled by jasmine-scented breezes.  Visitors on the go find no shortage of outdoor adventures at their doorstep. Without leaving The Buccaneer, guests can pursue swimming, snorkeling, golf, tennis, and workouts along a fitness nature trail that meanders through an estate lushly carpeted with tropical flora and fauna. 

The Hideaway Spa pampers guests with therapeutic massages, rejuvenating facials, healing aromatherapy treatments and purifying body wraps, as well as manicures, pedicures and hair salon services.

Nearby diversions include snorkeling at Buck Island Underwater National Monument, kayaking and bird watching at Salt River National Park, and self-guided driving tours of the St. Croix Heritage Trail.

Most guests end the day with a candlelit dinner in the resort’s Terrace restaurant, offering fine continental and West Indies’ cuisine, and sweeping views of St. Croix’s breathtaking sunsets followed up by the twinkling lights of nearby Christiansted. For more casual dining, The Mermaid and the Grotto Grill offer pool- and beach-side fare.

The Buccaneer is a resort firmly rooted in Caribbean soil, with the timeless grace and charm of its privileged legacy.

#   #   #

