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12th Annual St. Croix Coral Reef Swim Scheduled for Sun., Oct. 21;

Event Benefits The Nature Conservancy

Christiansted, St. Croix, USVI  (March 1, 2007)--- Swimmers who travel, and travelers who swim, can reserve their spot now for one of America’s most successful swim competitions, the St. Croix Coral Reef Swim, celebrating its 12th annual swim on Sunday, October 21, 2007.

Swimmers from throughout the world are attracted by the event’s course through colorful coral reefs and clear turquoise waters, and by its headquarters at The Buccaneer, a luxury destination resort on St. Croix’s east end.  The Buccaneer’s general manager, Elizabeth Armstrong, is the event’s creator and organizer.  

Net proceeds from the Swim will be donated to The Nature Conservancy, which has been instrumental in establishing the East End Marine Park surrounding St. Croix. 

The Swim includes nine categories that accommodate swimmers of varying abilities, from teenagers to seniors.  Participants in the past include swimming enthusiasts, well-known swim coaches, and Olympic swimmers, including Pan American Gold Medalist Alex Kostich and Sydney Olympics Gold Medalist Misty Hyman.  

The Coral Reef Swim navigates the waters of the sensitive East End Marine Park, home to coral reefs, endangered fish species and fisheries, and a high density of green and hawksbill sea turtles who return to shore to nest every summer.  

The race begins on world-famous Buck Island, which boasts a spectacular beach and living coral reef designated as an underwater park by the National Park Service, continues through two miles of open water and then along St. Croix’s shoreline of colorful reefs and sandy bottom.  The Swim concludes at the main beach of The Buccaneer, where a palm lined finish line and steel pan band greet swimmers along with families and friends.

The 2007 Coral Reef Swim entry fee is $84 per swimmer, which covers a pre-race gathering on October 20 at the Buccaneer, an awards lunch, tee shirt, swim cap, taxi to the 

boat and the boat ride to the race start on Buck Island.   A 10% discount will be given for entries paid and submitted by April 30, 2007.

The Buccaneer offers swimmers a two-night Coral Reef Swimmers’ Package that includes buffet breakfast daily, pre-race buffet dinner, a choice of a half-day snorkeling excursion to Buck Island or a 25 minute spa treatment, and special rates on extra nights.

For information and swim race registration visit www.swimrace.com and www.thebuccaneer.com.
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