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“Swim with Olympians” at the 12th Annual St. Croix Coral Reef Swim;

Four Olympic Swimmers Will Participate in

U.S. Virgin Islands Swim Event on Oct. 21; Event Benefits The Nature Conservancy

Christiansted, St. Croix, USVI  (August 8, 2007)---  The St. Croix Coral Reef Swim, one of America’s most successful and celebratory swim events, invites swimmers of all levels of ability and age to “swim with Olympians” at its 12th annual race Sunday, October 21, 2007.  
Coral Reef Swim participants swim from Buck Island, a U.S. underwater coral reef park, to the finish line at The Buccaneer, a luxury destination resort on St. Croix’s east end.  The Buccaneer’s general manager, Elizabeth Armstrong, is the event’s creator and organizer.  
This year, participants can swim with four Olympians: three-time gold medalist and world record holder Amanda Beard; Hall of Famer Rowdy Gaines, who won three Gold Medals in the 1984 Games in Los Angeles and will return to the Olympics in 2008 as a commentator; Margaret Hoelzer, a world champion and American record holder in the 200m backstroke, who is currently training for a medal in Beijing in 2008, and Misty Hyman, a 2000 gold medalist and record holder of the 200m butterfly. (See full bios below.)  Distinguished swimmers also include Pan American Gold Medalist Alex Kostich.


The swim is open to swimmers of all abilities and ages, including fitness swimmers who want to take their favorite exercise from the pool to the sea; travelers who add fun fitness to their vacations, and competitive swimmers.  Participants can compete solo or in relay teams.  Three of the four Olympians will participate as a relay team, offering other swimmers the rare opportunity to compete with Olympic athletes.

Net proceeds from the Swim will be donated to The Nature Conservancy, which has been instrumental in establishing the East End Marine Park surrounding St. Croix.  The Swim is sponsored by Hovensa, which allows for maximum proceeds to flow to the beneficiary.

The Coral Reef Swim navigates the waters of the sensitive East End Marine Park, home to coral reefs, endangered fish species and fisheries, and a high density of green and hawksbill sea turtles who return to shore to nest every summer.  

The race begins on world-famous Buck Island, which boasts a spectacular beach and living coral reef designated as an underwater park by the National Park Service, continues through two miles of open water and then along St. Croix’s shoreline of colorful reefs and sandy bottom.  The Swim concludes at the main beach of The Buccaneer, where a palm lined finish line and steel pan band greet swimmers along with families and friends.

The 2007 Coral Reef Swim entry fee is $84 per swimmer, which covers a pre-race gathering on October 20 at The Buccaneer, an awards lunch, tee shirt, swim cap, taxi to the 

boat and the boat ride to the race start on Buck Island.   

The Buccaneer offers swimmers a two-night Coral Reef Swimmers’ Package that includes buffet breakfast daily, pre-race buffet dinner, a choice of a half-day snorkeling excursion to Buck Island or a 25 minute spa treatment, and special rates on extra nights.

For information and swim race registration visit www.swimrace.com and www.thebuccaneer.com.

Olympian Bios

Three-time Olympian, gold medalist, and world record holder Amanda Beard broke on to the worldwide scene at 14 years old.   She launched her career at the 1996 Atlanta Olympic Games. Beard is considered a superstar in the world of swimming, and has been featured on Jay Leno and the Oxygen Network.  Well-known for swimming expertise, she is also considered one of the most sought after models in the Olympic movement, and was named the hottest female athlete by FHM magazine. Her love for animals leads her to donate to local and national non-profits that help save endangered wildlife.

Recently inducted into the Olympic Hall of Fame, Rowdy Gaines won three gold medals in the 1984 Games in Los Angeles.  Gaines is known as the ambassador of swimming. He travels throughout the world teaching swim clinics and commentating for swimming events on numerous networks. He plans to return to the Olympics in 2008 as a commentator. He is currently the chief fundraising officer for USA Swimming, and also spending his time working with various charities, including Swim Across America, Children's Miracle Network and the Special Olympics.

Margaret Hoelzer is a world champion and American record holder in the 200m backstroke.  Her current focus is training with Olympic coach Dave Marsh for another chance at an Olympic medal in Beijing in 2008. In the meantime, she enjoys sharing her Olympic spirit and experience with young swimmers and Olympic hopefuls by teaching youth swim clinics and speaking to local communities. When she graduates from Auburn and obtains her goal of an Olympic medal, she wants to work with abused children. She is continuously working with different charities through the Auburn University Swim Team.

Misty Hyman is a 2000 Olympic gold medalist and the American and Olympic record holder for the 200m butterfly.  She is also a 13 time U.S. national champion.  Misty graduated Stanford University with a degree in international relations.  She retired from swimming in 2004 and is currently the special events manager at The Buccaneer.
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