[image: image1.jpg]



Media contact: Beth Preddy

Preddy PR Inc., 239-435-3938

beth@preddypr.com
NEWS FROM THE BUCCANEER:
Buccaneer Resort’s New Heritage Tourism Package Showcases 

St. Croix’s Historic & Natural Wonders

Christiansted, St. Croix (December 22, 2010) -- Few Caribbean islands are as steeped in history and natural wonder as St. Croix, where its leading resort, The Buccaneer, is an American icon and recognized by the National Trust as a Historic Hotel of America.

The Buccaneer’s “Follow the Heritage Trail” package includes an island tour that acquaints visitors with the major historic and natural sites, and a full-day’s car rental for revisiting sites or exploring new places of interest. The package also features the sensuous luxuries of the beach, dining, sports and spa resort.

The 8 day/7 night package is offered through December 16, 2011. Rates per couple are $3,004 through May 2, and $2,764 through December 16. In addition to the island tour and car rental, the package includes two-and-a-half hours of spa pampering; a lavish breakfast buffet each morning; complimentary use of snorkeling equipment, ocean kayaks, and floating mats; live entertainment nightly, and a host of other guest activities posted in the resort’s weekly Grapevine guest newsletter. 

Visit www.thebuccaneer.com or call 800-255-3881for reservations.

Heritage Tourism Sites On Island Tour
The island tour visits a botanical garden growing amidst the ruins of a 19th century plantation and a 2,000-year old Amerindian settlement; a restored Great House dating to the 1700s, and includes time for shopping and walking in the national historic district of Christiansted, St. Croix’s main downtown area. An optional experience for the self-guided driving tour is to follow the Heritage Trail, a 72-mile route that connects historic sites and nature attractions and follows a scenic coastline through cattle country and tropical forest.

The Buccaneer’s concierge staff can assist with individual arrangements for other extraordinary nature experiences such as a kayak trip along Salt River Ecological Preserve, site of Columbus’ second voyage; a hike in the rainforest followed by a dip in the dramatic tidal pools of Annaly Bay, and a snorkel trip to the legendary Buck Island Reef National Monument, an underwater national park preserving one of the finest marine gardens in the Caribbean. 
Buccaneer Resort History
The Buccaneer’s history dates to the 17th century when it was a Knights of Malta manor house and later the home of young Alexander Hamilton. Parts of the ancient buildings are still in use at the resort. The Buccaneer was established as one of the Caribbean’s first hotels in 1947 by the Armstrong family, Cruzans since the 1600s. Over the past six decades, the hotel has grown from an 11-room inn into a 138-room destination resort, now owned and managed by the grandchildren of founders Douglas and Rachel Armstrong.  Under the leadership of their granddaughter, General Manager Elizabeth Armstrong, the resort has paid homage to its history while keeping pace with the tastes and demands of its elite and exceptionally loyal clientele (repeat guests account for 60% of the resort’s business).

Luxury and pampering are key, with plush oceanfront and ocean view accommodations; three restaurants including St. Croix’s leading Terrace restaurant, known for innovative dining and views of Christiansted; three Caribbean beaches and two swimming pools; spa with a full range of body treatments; a sporty golf course for serious as well as casual golfers; an eight-court tennis center named one of the Caribbean’s best by Tennis magazine, and a two-mile nature and fitness trail. A designer clothing boutique, general store and fitness room are also on the 340-acre estate, creating the ambiance of a self-contained country club.

For more information visit www.thebuccaneer.com.

