St Croix, US Virgin Islands  

Vicki Locke 340 712 2102  vl@thebuccaneer.com

October 10, 2010

Alex Kostich Wins the 15th St Croix 5 Mile Coral Reef Swim; OBrady and Locke Share 2 Mile Win

Alex Kostich returned to St Croix for his 11th win of the annual Buck Island to The Buccaneer Five Mile Swim, now in its 15th year.  Competing with 60 swimmers from all over the globe, Kostich completed the course in a time of 1 hour, 46 minutes, 04 seconds, just minutes off of his own course record. The Californian remarked, “The conditions were magnificent; the seas were flat and the current was neutral. This swim is definitely one of my favorites of the year, and one of the most beautiful swims on the planet.  Its great to see so many friends I have made here over the years.” Second place overall and first place junior winner was St Croix’s 16-year-old Bryson Mayes (1.58.20). The women’s winner was returning swimmer Meredith Jones (Pennsylvania, 2:15.11).  

The Fin Division was won by Tim Hooper (Maryland), and for women, Jeri Garfinkel (Florida). 

Olympian Misty Hyman pioneered the first use of a monofin in this event, as an exhibition swim.  The mono-fin category will be added to the 2011 race.

In its third year, the Coral Reef Two-Mile Swim from Pull Point to The Buccaneer attracted 48 competitors.  Collin OBrady (Oregon) and St. Croix’s Kieran Locke crossed the finish line in tandem to win, in a time of 52.47. St Croix Dolphins team swimmer Caylee Watson won the over-all race and junior divisions (57.27), with Kristen Zinser of Trinity College (Texas) winning the adult female division. (58.17) Mathew Marcy (Maryland) and Nancy Himel-Brisco (Arizona) placed first in their fin divisions.

Swimmers ranged in age from 11 to 76 years old. The scenic course allowed sightings of turtles, spotted eagle rays, and other assorted sea life. Swimmers completing the race were met at The Buccaneer’s Mermaid Beach with cheers from hundreds of supporters and live steel pan music. Winners were presented with bottles of Cruzan Rum and sterling silver Crucian bracelets, provided by Nelthropp and Low Fine Jewelry.

Olympic Gold Medalists Misty Hyman and Josh Davis, along with Open Water Guru Alex Kostich,  provided a pre-race open water swim clinic.  Swimmers were also treated to a pre-race party at The Buccaneer’s Sugar Mill on Saturday, complete with steel pan music and mocko jumbie stilt dancers.   

The annual event is supported by a myriad of safety volunteers, from St. Croix Rescue and Emergency Medical Services to volunteers in kayaks, on jet skis and aboard safety boats.  Caribbean Sea Adventures provided transport to the start at Buck Island for the swimmers, and volunteer safety divers were present at the start of the Buck Island swim.

The Races are supported by The Buccaneer, Coca Cola, Bellows International, Hovensa LLC, St. Croix Yacht Club, Seventh Day Adventist School Kayak Team, Caribbean Sea Adventures/Mile Mark Charters, Nelthropp & Low, Cruzan Rum, Stamina Sports, Green Cay Marina, and The National Park Service.

The 2011 16th Annual Coral Reef Swims will be held over the Columbus Day weekend, with race day Sunday Oct 9, 2011.   

Contact: coralreefswim@hotmail.com
 THE 15TH ANNUAL CORAL REEF SWIM

                             *****5 Miles*****

                       Buck Island to The Buccaneer

                         ST. CROIX, VIRGIN ISLANDS

                            October 10, 2010  

OVERALL MALE WINNERS

    1 ALEX         Kostich      1:46:04   2.8 40 CA         

    2 BRYSON       Mays         1:58:20   2.5 16 VI         

    3 JIMMY        Welborn      2:01:26   2.5 55 TN         

    4 MICHAEL      Rogers       2:03:00   2.4 28 VI         

    5 DAN          Cervantes    2:10:13   2.3 36 TX         

    6 QUINN        Fitzgerald   2:11:56   2.3 27 NY         

    7 JAMES        Lawler       2:12:57   2.3 28 NY         

    8 EVAN         Warehime     2:13:19   2.3 14 VI         

    9 VICTOR       Mestre       2:17:07   2.2 43 FL         

    9 TEODORO      Capriles     2:17:07   2.2 43 VN 

   10 THOMAS       Little       2:21:51   2.1 43 PA  

OVERALL FEMALE WINNERS

    1 MEREDITH     Jones        2:15:11   2.2 37 PA         

    2 MARY         West         2:15:11   2.2 21 TX         

    3 MICHAEL-ANNE Myrvang      2:16:32   2.2 19 VI         

    4 MONICA       Heinrich     2:19:12   2.2 27 VA         

    5 ANNETTE      Holmgren     2:22:32   2.1 45 MD         

    6 VALERIE      Weichert     2:22:33   2.1 43 MD         

    7 SYDNE        Didier       2:25:52   2.1 39 MA         

    8 JEN          Andrews      2:27:52   2.0 37 VI         

    9 SARA         Griffis      2:28:28   2.0 21 TX         

   10 JEANNE       Mulhern      2:38:57   1.9 41 CT                

 *****2 Miles*****

                       Pull Point to The Buccaneer

OVERALL MALE WINNERS

    1 COLLIN       O'Brady        52:47   2.3 25 OR         

    1 KIERAN       Locke          52:47   2.3 26 VI         

    3 TONY         Hendricks    1:01:33   1.9 12 VI         

    4 BRENT        Mays         1:04:28   1.9 46 VI         

    5 WILLIAM      Cocoran      1:05:45   1.8 48 TN         

    6 MATHEW       Mays         1:06:46   1.8 11 VI         

    7 CARLOS       Alvarez      1:10:04   1.7 46 PR         

    8 JAYMEE       Carey        1:10:33   1.7 51 NJ

    9 ADRIEL       Sanes        1:12:43   1.7 11 VI         

   10 NED          Stanthorpe   1:14:18  1.6  28 

NY  

OVERALL FEMALE WINNERS

    1 CAYLEE       Watson         57:27   2.1 16 VI         

    2 KRISTEN      Zinser         58:17   2.1 21 TX       

    3 JJ           Washshah     1:02:20   1.9 13 VI         

    4 LEIGH ANN    Ladymon      1:03:02   1.9 21 TX

    5 LETA         Gatton       1:01:25   2.0 24 TX

    6 FRANCES      Gray         1:04:05   1.9 37 PA         

    7 STEPHANIE    Crofton      1:04:33   1.9 52 NJ         

    8 ELLIE        Nash         1:06:42   1.8 32 CO         

    9 BETH         Bentley      1:14:24   1.6 47 TX         

   10 MELANIE      Heinrich     1:14:27   1.6 29 FL                
